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Memoirs of Mr. Henry Mafers de la Tude, containing 
an Account of his Confinement thirty-five Years in the 
State Prifons of France ; and of the Stratagems he adopted 
to Efcape, once from the Baftile, and twice from the Ca/ftle 
of Vincennes ; with the Sequel of thofe Adventures. 


[Written by Himfelf, and tranflated from the French of the Amfter- 
dam Edition. } 


(Continued from Page 285.) 


N the 1§th of July, I was atthe diftance of 43 leagues from 
Paris, at St. Brien, two leagues beyond Auxerre, the direct 

road to the {pot where I was ordered go; when, as with a thun- 
derblot, I was ftruck with the fight of an Infpector of the Police, 
named Marias, whom they had difpatched poft after me. He 
ftopped me in my career, made me take the road to Paris, con- 
ducted me to the prifon of the Little Chatelet, and there privately 
confined me. ‘Three days afterwards Commiflary Cherion, the 
father, came to feize my papers, but I am fure they found nothing 
in any of them levelled at religion, government, or the laws.— 
From the Little Chatelet, on the 1ft of Auguft, 1777, I was reo 
moved to Bicétre, and thrown into a dungeon fix feet under 
ground, They had not even the condelcenfion to inform me how 
I had incurred fuch an unexpected and fevere imprifonment ; they 
only told mé¢ with great brutality, as they fhut me in the hole, that 
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I fhould be well baftinadoed if I-attempted by letter to acquaint 
Mr. Amelot with my condition. 

This adventure, with the circumftances which preceded, ace 
companied and followed it, has ever remained an impenctrable 
myttery to me, notwithitanding all my endeavours to fathom its 
caufe. The hardeftheart, I think, muft have allowed that youth- 
ful folly, the firft caufe of my confinement, was fufficiently atoned 
for by 27 years lofs of liberty. Befides, the pardon of that fault 
had been fealed by the grant of my enlargement ; and it is cer. 
tain, as will appear in the fequ:], that from the 6th of June, the 
epocha of my liberty, to the 25th of July when I was again de. 
prived of it, my conduct was perfectly innocent and my Cone 
verfation fo circumfpect with regard to paft tranfactions, that they 
were buried in tie profoundeft filence. Why then did Mr. Ame. 
lot, who feemed favourably difpofed to me on my firft vifit, on my 
fecond appear fo frozen ? Why order me to Jeave Paris and re 
turn to my province ? Why, at the moment I was punétually 
obeying that order, arreft me 43 leagues from Paris ? But why, 
efpecially, caufe a man who could be charged with no crime, to 
be confined in the black-hole of Bicétre ? Dreadful abode! never 
deftined for any but atrocious villains, who, for political reafons, 

vere not put to death. 

Was Mr. Amelota ftranger to the abufive letter fent by meto 
Mr, de Sartine at the time he granted me my liberty, at the time of 
my firit vifit? Could he have been informed of it fince by Mr 
de Sartine? and was it in vengeance for that letter that the Lieu 
tenant of the Police, on becoming Minifter for the Marine De 
partment, folicited ny confinement a fecondtime? [tis not prob 
able that Mr. de Sartine for no other reafon, fhould have carriéd fo 
is refentment of an offence now out of date and expiated, of 
which the defpair into which he had plunged me was the fole 
caufe; it does not appear a fufficient motive to account for fuch 
remarkable feverity. But he had beiore ufed me with great craelty 
arfd injuftice, and being confcious that 1 might. naturally be 
tempted to publiih his treatment, is is very likely that this was the 
caufe of my new misfortunes, the {pring that impelled M. de Sar 
tine and his friend M, Le Noir, toremove me from every ey 
I bury me in the profoundeit eblivion. This mit shave dit 

> to make choice ef the black-hole of Bicétre for my 
epulchre; and this is the only keytoa 
node of conduct which mult otherwile appear ridiculous and une 
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a confirmation of this neceffary, it might be had from 


ath 





Were 
the mouth of M. Le Noir himfelf, who this winter ‘could not help 


avowing to fome of my well-withers who folicited my releafe, the 
dread he entertained of my writing ; and repeated, that if he once 
let me loofe, I fhould take up my pen the moment I recovered my 
liberty. 

To conclude, I have been fo effectually forgotten in this dun- 
geOll, that I have lingered in it fix years without < appearing before 
a jud, ce, or anfwer toa fingle interrogatory 3 ; and the only exami- 
nation I have undergone was‘on the arftof April laft, 1783.° 

EXAMINATION. 

M. Le Noir. Is your mind thoroughly compofed ? Or are you 
not {till ful ject at time s to fits of infanity ? 

La Tude. Vith firpéize) I never gave any figns of having 
loft my wader ing | 

M.Le Noir. I have read your letters, 

La Tude. Have you read them in my prefence ? 

M. Le Noir. No. 

La Tude. Yet it is not right to punifh a man without hearing 
his defence. 

M. Le Noir. But you have efcaped from the Baftile, from 
Vincennes ; proofs of madnefs ! 

La Tude. If you choofe to give the name of madnefs to in- 
genious ftratagems, you are welcome ; ; but I believe that nobody 
in public, nor in this au di tory (3 bout hey thinks it mad- 

efs to efcape from thofe dreadful abodes. On the contrary, it is 

neceflary to have a cool head and grea pre ‘fence of mind to fucceed 
in fuch attempts. (E very one who heard me faid, “Faith! there 
is more wit than madnefs in that remark.’ " 

M..Le Noir. Have you endeavoured to eftape from this 

houfe ? 

La Tude. No, Sir. 

M. Le Noir. Yet asyouefcaped from the others, why have 
hot you —— to make. your efcape from this ?° 
La Tude. I efcaped from the other prifons, becaufe I had to 
do with zn accufer who would hear neither rlrime nor reafon; but 
in this I have ever lived in hope of receiving the juftice that is 
my due, 

'M. Le Noir. Whois your accufer ? 

LaTude. Pardon me, Sir, if I conceal that. 

aU 2 


M. Le Noir. 
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M. Le Noir. Why fo? Pray name the party. 

Lia Tude. It was Madame de Pompadour. 

M.LeNoir. But you had feveral fits of madnefs? 

La ‘Tude. Thofe who told you fo, have impofed on you; 
I never had any ; and beg leave to remind you of the handfome 
report the Monks of Charenton made to you, in 1776, of my 
good behaviour ; in confequence of. which you promifed to give 
me my liberty the firft opportunity... Six years have I been con. 
fincd within thefe walls, ina dungeon ten feet under ground, with 
no allowance but bread and water, and I afk for whatcrime] have 
fuffered fuch rigorous treatment? Had] been touched with the 
leaft degree of madnefs, I fhould certainly have given fome proofs 
of it in thefedifmal abodes, for without the gencrous afliftance of 
a benevolent lady, in them I muft have perifhed, 

M. Le Noir. . Do you not mean Madame Roffignol ? 

(He had forgotten the name of the lady he intended to mention.) 

La Tude. No, Sir; though the fent me fome relief, on th 
reprefentation which a prifoner made to her of my diltrefled con 
dition. But you may afk Mr. Triftan, prefent, Monfieur th 
Captain, or Monficur the Lieutenant, it, during thefe fix year, 
Ihave given any caufe for complaint? (Thefe gentlemen una. 
moufly anfwered, no; and Mr. Triftan added, that Monfieur the 
Chevalier interefted himfelf in the fate of La Tude) A mat. 
man has not always the command over himfelf ; were [ one, now 
I am before you, and fo many refpectable perfons on every fide, no 
doubt I fhould have let flip fome extravagance ; yet, I truft, tha 
it cannot be reafonably inferred from any expreffion of mine in 
this aflembly, that [ have loft my underftanding, 

M.Le Noiz. No; but your liberty was reftored to you. 

La ‘Tude. Yes, Sir on the 6th of June; and then I appeared 
before you to thank you, and afked your leave to goto Verlailles 
and thank the Minifter, and Mr. de St. Vigor, Comptroller Ge- 
neral of the Queen’s houfchold, to whofe folicitation I owed my 
freedom. That gentleman, who was a worthy friend of my dee 
ceafed father, bade me apply to Mr, Riviere, Mr, Amelot’s clerk, 
who had reccived full inttruétions, and would intorm me how 
I ought to proceed. It is well known, that 1 followed his friendly 
advice literally, for the 40 days I wasatlibeity, It is alfo indil 
putable, that | never uttered a fyllable which could give offence 
to any body ; and yet, infpite of my good behaviour, returning to 
the bofom of my family, [ was topped 40 leagues irom Paris 
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and confined in a dungeon at Bicétre 5 and this is the firft oppore 
tunity I have had to demand, why they carried me taither ? 

M. Le Noir. Do you know your enemies ? 

La Tude. Ineither know them, nor wifh to know them. 

M.Le-Noir. But doyou fufpe& any one? (Thofe who were 
with M. Le Noir faid, you muft name, if you know them; care 
will be taken of your fafety.) 

La Tude. Since’you wilh me to fpeak plainly, I believe that 
Mr. de Sartine, your worthy friend, is my perfecutor, : 

M. Le Noir. It is true that Mr. de Sartine is my friend ; 
but, ‘to be brief, where do you intend to go? Your papers lie be- 
fore the King. 

La Tude. If only my papers lie before the King, I have no 
need to defpair, for their contents are juft and true; and I'con- 
tinually pray to Heaven to prolong his Majefty’s precious life, and 
that of allthe Royal Family. 

(To be continued.) 





The ATONEMENTS of SENSIBILITY ; 4 Niveh 
(Continued from Page 281.) 


C1 A RHE = IV. 


There are fome degrees of Virtue, fo deeply rooted by fentiment and refledtiony 
that no fituations of diftre/s can indsce them to bend to the ftrongeft temptae 
tions of apparent d:j/bonour. 


S the reader is perhaps a little interefted by the unfortunate 
little Anna, whofe petition to ftrongly affected the paffions 
of our hero, in the fecond chapter, we faall perhaps be excufed 
if, during the flate of fifpenfe, confequent of the jourucy of 
Mr, Elphinfton, we inculge ourfelves ina lite epiiode, to ree 
cord the reception fhe met with trom her mother, when fhe re- 
turned tothe miferable prifon with the tidings of her unexpected 
good fortune. ; 
The tender Anna ftopped only to procure {uch little neceffaries 
and comforts as fhe knew her mvtaer to “and inimmediate want 
of, and tien haitened to prepar > cheerf] meal, which her 
fmilez, and apparent fatisiaction, reacered dou! ly {weet to her 
Laguithing parent. 
Anna 
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Anna had hitherto concealed the fortunate circumftance that 
énvoled her to proyide the confortable repaft ; and the thither 
who was ignorant of the extreme diftrefs to which fhe had bee, 
fone days reduced, imagined fhe was banqueting on the fruits of 
her fuccefsful induftry. But when the kind girl, mindful‘of the 
weak ftate of her parent’s health, with an ineffable fmile, which 
p‘oclaimed the tender exultation of her foul, placed fome win 
before her, parental anxiety excited curiofity, and the began to en. 


quire into the caufe of a provifion, which, though her ftate of 


health might render it neceflary, their apparent circumftaness 
feemed to prefcribe as fuperfluous. 

«© My dear child,” ‘faid fhe, “ why have you thus exhautted 
your icanty earnings, to provide thole things which we might 
very. welldo without, .I fear, my dear child, in your eagerneg 
to render the prefent day comfortable, you forget that we havejet 
many more, days of wretchcdacfs to come. 

“ Donot, my love! exhauft every thing for me. Take mor 
care of yourfelt. Yoyare young, and innocent, and unfriended; 
It is hard that you fhould futfer for my misfortuncs. 

« Alas! why doI live to rob you of all the comforts a 
blefiings of life? ‘The laws of. nature feem inverted, while I thy 
prey onthe vitalgof.my child. You.owe to me no fupport, m 
nutriment:—Alas ! Fowe it to you. But: whenI am nomor, 
perhaps the cenfolation of, having for a little time protracted my 
wretched {pan by your filial tendernefs, may in fome meafure re 
pay. your kindnefs: And Heaven will furely reward your virtues 

. Yetdo not,.my dear child! pray donot let your care form 
Jeave yourfelf entirely deftitute.” 

The heart of the lovely Anna was too full to fuffer her to in 
crrupt this tender harangue. Butas foomas fhe had given ventto 
a fhower of tears, “ My dear mother !” {gid the, {miling with 
fweet benignity, like the cheering funbcams through an Apri 
fhower, © dimifs thefe melancholy thoughts. Kind Heaven 
forbids that youfhould perifh taus. You thall live, and we hal 
again be happy. © Not my labours, but the generofity of a ftranger 
has provided thefe comforts : Nay he has provided for our future 


comfort.” 


“ What does my dear child mean?” exclaims the wondering | 


mother 
“ “Phat you fhail fleep in this miferable dungeon no more. 
Sce, fee, my dear mother !” ‘continued fhe, producing the pure 

which 








a i 





NER, 


‘cumffance thes 
ind the Mother, 
ch fhe had been 
on the fruits of 
mindful’ of the 
le {mile, which 
ced fome wine 
e began to ep. 
h her ftate d 
Circumftanees 


hus exhautted 
ich we might 
yOur cagernef 
° 4 
at we have jet 


Take mor 
d unfriended: 


comforts ani 
. while I thus 
0 fupport, m 
am no mor, 
rotracted my 
meature re. 
our virtues, 
care form 


or her to in- 
‘iven vent to 
miling with 
1 an April 
nd Heaven 
ind we fhall 
~ a dtranger 
- our future 


wondering 
no more, 


4 the purle 
which 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 303 
which contained fome notes as well as money, “ fee whata kind 
ftranger has done for us r 

« Alas!” faid the mother, trembling, “ Heaven forbid that 
my child fhould have purchafed this reltef too dear. 

« Alas! the paflions, not the feelings of the other fex, render 
them generous to indigent and youthful beauty, 

“ Oh, if any blandifhments of temptation—any puncture of 
diftrefs, have induced my Anna to believe fortupe more defirable 
than innocence, fhe is the moft cruel, the moft bitter of my 
enemies; and my inhuman creditor is generous when compared 
to her.” 

« Oh, doubt me not,” faid the blufhing Ann. “ You know 
not how feverely L have already been tried,or you would know 
how impoffible it is for your Anna to make fuck a facrifice.” 

The heart of the fond mother was foothed to peace.- But fhe 
turned away her head, witha figh, and wiped off the ftarting 
tear. 

Anna then proceeded to relate the circumftances of Courland’s 
generofity; not without tears of commiicration as fhe defcribed 
the melancholy diftraction of his mind. 

But the narrative had a very different effect from what fhe exe 
pected on the generous mind of her mother. . 

“ And can you think, my deat Anna!’ faid the, “ that we 
fhould be juftified in making ufe of the money which the momen- 
tary impulfe of infantity, rather than the deliberate-intentions of a 
bani ofete mind, has put into our pofleffion? Shall our diftrefles, 
prefling as they ate, tempt us to difhonefty ? To take advantage 
of the unconfcious profufion of delirious forrow, and appropriate 
to ourfélves that property which another not knowing what he did 
gave us the opportunity of feizing. 

“The largenefstt the gift is of itfelf fufficient te convince 
us, that had the unfortunate giver been in his fenfes, he could never 
thus havé beftowed it on an abfolute ftranger. 
“ Nay, perhaps, it was not juftly his to beftow. He may 
have fome deferving wife or relatives; fome child, for whom itis 
his duty to provide, and who may feel the lofs of what he is thus 
unconfcioufly lavifhing on thofe who have no claim of nature da 
his bounty, 

“ Tt cannot be, my child! that fo lav ze a flim of money could 
knowingly have beéh given toa ftranger, You mult goto the 
place where you met with him, and try if youean find him again, 
If mot, we mutt advertife the circumftance in the papers; that 
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the money may be reftored to the right owners. It is better to be 
content with whatever little reward they may think due to our 
integrity, than tohave our diftrefles relieved by an action, which, 
though the law would excufe it, our confciences mutt tell us js 
neither honourable nor juft.”’ 

The tender Anna, whofe eagernefs to relieve the diftreffes of 
her mother bad prevented her from refleéting on thefe circum- 
ftances, had yet a foul perfectly fufceptible of delicacy and of the 
juttice of her mother’s fcruples, She therefore obeyed without 
a murmur; and though the golden profpect of approaching hap- 
pinefs had vanifhed, fhe contoled herfelf with the aflurance that 
virtue, in the end, is its own certain reward ; and that the perfons 
to whom they acted with fuch confcientious honefty could not fail 
to emancipate them from diftrefles, which they thus proved to be 
incapable of feducing them from the path of duty. 


a. 2. V. 


It is always in our power to do that which is juft and honourable ; but t 
ts not always in our power, however anxioufly we may wifh it, to repair 
the wrongs we have been induced to commit. 


THE fearch of the lovely Anna, for her fuppofed delirious 
benefactor, was however vain: She haunted the fpot where the 
had met with him, morning, noon, and night ; fhe defcribed him 
to every one, and made innumerable enquiries ; but could procure 
no intelligence. Neither were advertifeéments of more effec. 
Elphinfton, the only friend who knew any thing of the affair, 
being out of town; and his own mind too much occupied by its 
own profpects and meditations, tofeek for entertainment from the 
diurnal publications. 

But the painful interim of fufpenfe was not entirely devoted to 
retrofpects of pait injuries and idle {peculations of future hap- 
pinefs ; he found a more active relief in the execution of thole 
benevolent refolutions he had jo folemnly taken. 

The wiped eye of many a lovely mourner had beamed com- 
fort on his foul; and the grateful iigh of many a fair bofom had 
wafted away, for a time, the anguifh of his own. 

At the expiration of three or four days his friend Elphinfton 
returned. He had flown with eager expedition to difcharge the 
duties of friendfhip : But, alas! he returned not 


“ With healing on his wings.” 
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No intelligence could be gained of the loft Maria, but fuch as 
tended to damp all the hopes of Courland, and plunge his foul 
into, the abyfs of anguifh. 

She had fown. from her native town; no one knew whether. 
She had remained overwhelmed with penury and contempt; a 
preyto all the anguifh of remorfe and fhame, and almott of ab- 
folute want, till her evident pregnancy expofed her to the terror 
of mercilefs juftice, when, to avoid the refentment fhe had not 





fortitude to bear, fhe fuddenly difappeared, and was feen no more. 

“ Heaven and. earth!” exclaimed the frantic Courland, 
« what have | done ?—~But what faid my friend? Penury and 
diftrefs! Here has been fraud and villainy. I thought I had 
made an ample provifion for her, when I fent her, by Mafon, notes 
to the amount of fifteen hundred pounds.—An iniant too! 
Diftraétion! I thought I had fufficient fecurity, in maternal 
afeCtion, againft the guilt and horror of ha.ing the dear offspring 
of my love expofed to want and infamy, when I requetfted her, 
in my letter, to let me know if there was any fruit cf our endear- 
ments, that I might make fuch provilion for it as would be ne- 
ceflary for its future happinefs. 

“ Tt doee not appear,” anfwered Elphinfton, “ that your 
commiflion was ever executed ; or that the relief you fent ever 
reached the unhappy object it was intended to confile.”’ 

“ Oh villain!” exclaimed Courland, “ will not vengeance 
overtake fuch treachery? But I was the traitor firft. 1 fet the 
bale example, and he has but faintly copied my inbuman perfidy. 

“Oh, Maria! oh, my child—my child. Take, treacherous 
incontinence, a leflon from my frant.c anguifh! In the wild 
tumult of the boiling blood, when beauty whets the cruel ap- 
petite, and awakes the felfith throb of loofe defire, could buf the 
images that now difturb my fancy be pretented to the mind—could 
we but reflect that fome wretched tabe, called into miferabie 
exiftence by our heedlefs paffions, may through the wretched 
period of their friendlefs exiftence have caufe to curle our itu.en 
raptures, {ure th re is not that human being fo brutalized, that he 
would dare to feize the guilty pleafure. 

© Oh horror ! what a profpeét |” 

_ © Alas! my friend!” faid Elphinfton, © I know not whether 
it will eonfole you, to hear the mournful afjurance, that by the 
horrors of this profpedt you have no reafon to be alarmed. 1c 1s 
the general réport at M ythat your Maria and your child are 
both no more !”? 
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“ Ttis well! it is well!” faid Courland, walking about with 
a kind of awful compofure, tike the dreadful calm which precedes 
the fury of a ftorm,—** They are blefled, among the cherubic 
hoft: And mine is all the guilt and all the torture.” 

So faying, he flung himfelf upona fofa, and leaning backward, 
in {peechlefs agony, refigned himfelf to his fates Nor could any 
entreaties roufe him from his ftapor, or perfuade him to take any 
nourifhment or confolation; till, after feveral hours obfervine 
that Elphinfton ftill continued to fit in immoveable watchfulnels 
by his fide, heat Jaft confented to retire to bed; not, indeed, to 
relieve his own affliction, but to prevent the wearying afliduity of 
his friend. 


CHA PR ER Vas 
ee Dall fi ep infirudts ; nor fport vain dreams in vain.” 
Youns. 

Ovr. dreams, though not always, are certainly often the cone 
fufed reflections of our waking thoughts: And as our minds, 
roving through all the poffible contingencies conne¢ted with our 
prefent fituations, muft fometimes dwell, with particular yivacity, 
on thofe profpects: which are afterwards realized, it is perhaps 
hence (to drop a rcflection by the way) that our dreams are, by 
the fuperftitious, fometimes conceived to be prophetic, only be- 
caute they happened to reprefent thofe events which our waking 
thoughts, grafping the whole region of conjecture, could not fail, 
among other floating ideas, at fome feafon to embrace. 

Though fleep was ,the fartheft thing from Courland’s thoughts 
when he retired to bed, yet his mind, inceflantly tofied between the 
ideas of his loft Maria, and the recollection of his projected 
fcheme of benevolence, was at length opprefled by the drowfy 
god; and his perturbations fubfided into a gentle flumber. 

The thoughts which had agitated him while awake, till, 
however, continued to haunt his repofe ; Their afperity foftened, 
it is true, by a foothing melancholy hope; but their influence 
increafed by the heightening force of a picturefque imagination. 

He fancied himfelf roving, beneath the grey canopy of ant 
over clouded fky, over wild and irregular rocks, whole inhofpitas 
ble fides were thinly ftrewed by thorns and brambles, that tore the 
bleeding fides of a few half-famifhed lambs that in vain fought 
among them for herbage ; and whofe uncouth maffes were inter- 
fected by a roaring torrent, that, every where foaming along, in- 
creafed the gloom it contributed to diverfity. , 

n 











Intl 
beheld 
ing ele 
their 1! 
melanc 

His 
plunge 
clear a! 
mornil 
as that 

Wh 
the be 
with ti 
in the 
the mc 

“7 
Icome 
pede 
from tl 
tify th 


happy 
volenc 


tears, 
“ | 
pure «¢ 
bitter 
crown 
them « 
Enc 
into th 
feemer 
torren 
He 
being 
he toc 
whom 





it with 
"ecedes 
lerubic 


‘ward, 
Id any 
ce any 
rving 
ulnefs 
ed, to 
rity of 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. = 307 


Inthe great bed of this water, which ftretched before him, he 
beheld feveral haplefs females, who, ftruggling againft the whelm- 
ing element, and feeing no other relief at hand, ftretched forth 
their imploring hands, and entreated him to refcue them from their | 
melancholy fate. 

His heart melted with compaflion; and he was preparing to 





plunge into the ftream. The diftant horizon inftantly became 
cearand bright. A ftreak of white, like that which ufhers in the 
morning ftar, was inftantly fucceeded by an orient glow, bright 
as that which immediately precedes the appearance of the fun. 

While he was gazing with pleafing wonder at this change, 
the beauteous form of his Maria, clothed inavettal robe, and 
with two fhining pinions waving on her fhoulders, flowly afcended 
in the midft of the dawning glory, and thus addrefled him with 
the moft benignant {mile : 

“ Think not, my ftili dear and much-loved Courland, that 
Icome to check the ardour of thy generous refolution, or to im- 
pede the exertions that would {natch thefe my unhappy fifters 
from thé torrent of overwhelming mifery. No: I come to fore 
tify thy virtue, and encourage thy active generofity, by informing 
thee of the reward which fhall crown the labours of ‘thy re- 
pentant fenfrbility. ss ' 

© Here, inthis happy manfion, is the habitation of thy Maria, 
and the only path by which thou canft attain it, is through the 
torrent that roars between us. Proceed then to refeue thefe un- 
happy females from an unmerited fate, fo thall thy active bene- 








volence procure that pardon which was grantedto my repentant 
tears, 

“ Hafte then to thy Maria, and we fhall both be happy, ina 
pure celeftial union, where haughty parents fhall no more ims 
bitter our joys, or thwart our fpotlefs wifhes. ‘Then fhall we be 
crowned with thefe unfading wreathes,”’ {he continued, waving 
them over her head, “ and fhine in eternal glory and felicity.” 
Encouraged by thefe cheering promifes, he plunged at once 


| into the torrent, and was haftening toward a beauteous virgin who 


feemed moft in want of his affiftance, when, itruggling with the 
torrent, he awoke to the painful conviction of his delufion. 

He arofé, however, refrefhed by his flumber; and his mind 
being fomewhat becalmed by the moral confolation of the vifion, 
he took aflight repaft, and iflued out in queit of fome object to 
whom he might extend his benevolence. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 


7 Dr, Prieft» 


SE ANN SEE 
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Dr. Prieftley’s Letter to the Congrecation of the New-Meet. 
ing in Birmingham. 


My CurisTIAn BRETHREN, 


OUR affectionate Jetter has given me not only confolation 
butjoy: I rejoice to fee the effects of thofe principles in 
which it has “een my bulinefs, and that of my excellent colleague 
to inftruct you ; and the fituation in which we now are, is pecu- 
liarly adapted to try their force, and to fhew the world that re- 
ligion is not a bufinefs of mere f{peculation, but that it is capable 
of fupporting the mind, and directing th econduét, in the moft 
trying circumftances. 

I rejoice that after being an example to other congregations of 
pur.ty of Chriftian doctrine, and excellence of difcipline, you are 
now an exampie of patience and fortitude in fuffering 5 firmly 
maintaining the principles for which you {uffer, and yet preferving 
your yood-wil] towards the authors of your fufferings ; not for. 
getting that there is the hand of God, as well as that of man, in 
evcry thing that befalls us; and praying that God would forgive 
your enew.es and turn their hearts. * 

Be aflured that in tie height of my fufferings I would not (even 
withcut any refp.& to futurity) have exchanged my feelings with 
thofe of our perfecutors, in the moment of their greateit exul- 
tation over us; for I never loft the feelings of pity and benevo- 
Jence towards them, while I was the object of their hatred and 
execration. J have even found, as I doubt not yourfelves have 
alfo done, that thefe Chriftian fentiments are more eafily exer- 
cifed in great trials than in little ones, as they mare effectually call 
forth the principles from which they proceed, 

I rejoice that you are about to re-eftablith the affairs of our 
fociety, and I only wait your fummons to affift you in that necef- 
fary work. Your call will be to me an intimation of my duty ; 
and then, commiting my life to him who gave it, and who will not 
fuffer it to terminate unfeafonably, 1 will inftantly attend you, 
and refume the functions of the office with which you haye ho- 
nouredme. I know no fatisfaStion equal to that which has ever 
accompanied the dilcharge of fuch duties as thofe I owe to you. 

Let what we have mutually fuffered teach us the uncerta‘nty 
pf every thing in this world, and the value of thofe principles 
which enable us to look beyond it, and not only to bear, but tore= 
joice in tribulation; to efteem it an honour to be “ counted 
worthy” 
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worthy” to bear reproach, to incur lofs, and even to lay down our 
lives for the pure faith’of the gofpel, _ May your tribulation work 
patience, and patience experience, and experience hope, even 
that hope which maketh not athamed, . 

- Finally, may God preferve and keep you. May your fufferings 
be for the furtherance of the gofpel here, and add to your crown 
of glory hereafter. 

Iam, my Chriftian friends, . 
In the firm faith and hope of the gofpel, 
Your affectionate paftor, 
jJ. PRIESTLEY, 
London, Augu/? 4) 1791. 





Some Circumftances of Captain M-Cluer’s Vifits to the Pelew 


Iflands. 


N the arrival of Captain M‘Cluer, at the Pelew Iflands, the 

thip’s company o ferved two canoes, which made tow rds 

the fhore nftcad af coming to the fhips, as had been expected. 

Thefe they fuppofed were going to give an account to Aoba 

Thulle of their arrival 5‘ and in this coajecture they were not mif« 

taken, for foon ater they fawa number of canoes coming off to 
them in one of which was the good old King. 

Immediately on his coming on board, he weat up to the Cap- 
tain, taking bin, from his drefs, to be his tormer friend, Captain 
Wiifon, and immediately felt on his arm for the bone, and en- 
quired what was become of it. Finding his miftake in the per 
fon, and being inforiied that Captain Wilfon was alive and well 
in England, he exprefied great fatisfaction, Captain M‘Cluer 
then gave him to underftaad the deatn of Lee Boo, and the dif- 
order of which he died. for which event tae good ojd man faid he 
had prepared his mind; th ¢ he had couuted up to fome {core 
moons, but that time beiug pait, he defpaired of ever fecing the 
Englith more, judging tiat acy oad eitaer perithed in their voyage 
to China, or did uct L.tend to return again to vilit his iflands. 

He was, however, perfectly confident in the goodnefs of the 
Engliih, and that Capiain Wuton would take care of bis fon, In 
relating the death of Blanc:.ard he was full of grief, and could 
hardly utter himfclf, fo much uid je feel his lof. 


Blanchard 


Jaime eT 
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Blanchard was mortally wounded in an engagement with the 
people of Pellilew, and died foon after, as did the great and good 
friends of Captain Wilfon and his crew, Raa Kook, and Arra 
Kooker. During the time of Captain M‘Cluer’s ftay at the 
iflands, which was near a month, the utmoft harmony and friend- 
fhip prevailed, and the good old King liberaliy fupplied them with 
fifh and yams, when the canoes came in, as he ufed to do to his 
former friends, 

Captain M‘Cluer has taken a fon anda daughter of the King’s 
with him to China, and means to call at the iflands again in his 
pailage to Bombay. In his journal, the Captain fays, “ Having 
pitched my tent ina bay oppofite to the fhip, I found myfelf in a 
perfect Paradife, and could have been happy to have continued here 
the remainder of my days.” 





AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT. 


A= in the vicinage of Epping lately made the following 
k experiment :—Late in the month of April laft, he prepared 
a piece of ground for 16 buthels of oats. “I"he evening before it 
was fown, he had eight buthels put into a trough, and covered 
with water. The next morning the water was drawn off, and the 
oats laid in a heap to drain, for about half an hour: then plafter 
of Paris, in powder, was tarown on, by fmal] quantities at atime, 
and mixed with the oats, till they acquired a fufficient degree of 
drynefs to be fuwn evenly ; in this procefs one bufhel of the pow- 
der was confumed. ‘The feed thus prepared, and dry feed from’ 
the fame osiginal heap, was fown on alternate lands throughout 
the field, ‘Ihe whole came up together, and in due time, and no 
difference was vifible for feven or eight days. From that time 
forward the diftinction became very evident : the oats on the land 
fown with the prepared feed, were much more luxuriant and of a 
deeper green, until they began to ripen. 

On the 28th ultimo they were cut, being then perfectly ripe, 
while thofe on the land fown with the unprepared feed were green, 
the head much finaller, and promifing in every refpect a worle 
crop. ‘The produce of the eight bufhels of prepared feed was 
122 buthels, and about a peck; of the like quantity of unpre- 
pared feed, g6 buthels; the former yielding an increale of 
15 buthels agda quarter for one, or.30 bufhels and half to the 
acre; wie latter only 12 for 1, or 24 buthels to the acre, The 
produce 
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ce of the prepared feed weighed 33]b. and half the bufhel, 
that of the unprepared only 32]b. and a quarter, fo that, for the 
trifling expence of a buthel of plafter of Paris, he gained 
26 bufhels of oats; and, by allowing for the increafed weight, 
yb, and a quarter Er bufhel ; on 122 bufhels, 4 buthels’ and half 
moré might fairly be added, making in the whole 30 bufhels and 


half. 





Extratis from Obfervations made on a Tour from Bengal 
to Perfiain 1786 and 1787. 


By Witttam Francxiin, Enfign in the Eaft India Company's 
Bengal Eftablifoment. 


(Continued from Page 258, being a Conclufion of the Account 
of the Remains of the celebrated Palace of Perjepalis.) 


AVING met witha fhort account of the building of this 

A palace, in a Perfian manufcript, being part of a work called 
Rouzut al Sefa, or. the Garden of Purity, I fhall here take the 
liberty of inferting a tranflation. ; 

« Tt is related by hiftorians, that King Gemfheed removed the 
feat of government, which was formerly in the province of Sejef= 
taun,to Fars ; and that in the neighbourhood of Shirauz, hav- 
ing’ taken in’ a {pot of ground, of twelve furfengs in length 
(48Englifh miles), he there erected fuch a palace, that in the 
feven kingdomis‘of the world there was nothing that could equai 
it The remains ef that palace, and many of the pillars on it, 
are vifible to’ this day; and he caufed the palace to be called 
Chehul Minar, or Forty Pillars. Moreover, when the fua 
aniting the fign Pifces, in the heavens, had entered Aries, 

emfheed having aflembled all the princes, nobles, and great men 
of his empire, at the foot of his imperial throne, did on that day 
inftitute a grand and folemn feftival; and this day from hence- 
forth was: called the Noo Roze, or Firtt Day of the New Year 
(when the foundation of Perfepolis was laid), at which period he 
commanded, from all parts of the empire, the attendance of the 
peafants, hufbandmen, ioldiery, and others, in order to profecute 
the defign ; requefting that all, with joyful hearts and willing 
hands, fhould lend their affiftance in completing this work. This 
numerous aflembly obeyed the command of their monarch, and 
the building was finifhed with all figns of mirth and feltivity.” 

It 
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It is further obferved, in the Jehan Ara, a book of Perfian chro- 
nology, that Queen Homaie, who flourifhed about 800 years 
after Gemfheed, added athoufand columns. more to this palace. 
Such‘are the Perfian accounts, which are believed by the prefent 
natives to be true ones; but I fhould pryefume, that until the 


ancient characters on the walls can be decyphered. no account of 


this ‘place, either Grecian, or Perfian, or any other, can be de. 
pended upon as genuine or authentic, as they are unqueftionably 
of an antiquity far beyond the records of any language now 
Knownin the world. , 

It is to be rem: rked,. thatin the figures throughout the whole 
of the palace, the rules of art are not attended to; the mufcles of 
the ‘figures are wanting, yet the drapery is’ finely déne,-and the 
proportions in genera} aré welf kept up, though the contour is only 
obferved, which gives a famenefs to the whole... Sir John Chardin 
obferves, that he thinks it is evident, whoever was the architect of 
this celebrated’ palace; Was “ignorant of Grecian and of Roman 
architecture; and fuppofes, that the defects, already mentioned 
were dccafioned by his ‘eing ‘obliged to finifh the work in 2 hory, 
and by that ‘means the figures were left in the imperrect ftate we 
firid’ ‘them at’ prefent. Bui Mr, Jones obferved to me, that he 
rather fuppofed it to have been the me plus ultra of thofe days; 
and’ remarked alfo, that the ornaments he had obferved in Sadick 
Khit’s- palace -at’ Shirauz, were in the fame ttyle as'thofe of 
Perfepolis, and that the architeéture’ of the prefent Perfians was 
fimilar to that of ancient times; an obfervation “Y No means un- 
worthy of attention. “With. refpedct to the figures onthe ft.ir- 
café; Phave before obferved, ‘that the variety of animals which 
appear, the camels, led horfes, the rams, the tridniphal car, and 
the met with’ veffels'in their hands, all give’ rootn to fuppole the 
potip of a’ procefiion is’ meant to be reprefenced ; ‘and I think 
the’ pofition’may be corroborated by fome part Of the tranflatian 
before inierted. ~~ 

‘The materials of which the palace is compofed, are chiefly 
hard bluc ftone ; but the*doors and windows of the ‘apartments 
are-all of ‘black ‘table and fo Beautifully-polithed, as to'refet 
an object ‘hike a mirror.’ One’ of the priucipal things worthy of 
admiration, ‘i$ the immenfe ftrength of the foundation. “The 
whcle’ of ‘the ‘palace “takes in‘ a Circumference of 1400 f{quare 
yards :—its frout is 600 paces from north to fouth, and 390 from 
eaft’to weft. « Being built at the foot of a mountain, a great deal 
ef it has been finoothed with infinite labour, to make the cg 

ie 








lie eve! 
parts fr 
hid tog 
tothe ¥ 
Itis mu 
earthqu 
apartms 
mutt e1 
toexilt. 

I hi 
Pillars. 

This 
pilacey 


hollow’ 


countec 
nine dif 
fequent 
fventy 
feet, an 
politio: 
towards 
and wh 
intende 
a differ 
are 2 
‘rhe 
five vit 
veys to 
fuland 
On 

myfelf 
Roftua 
three n 
con{ifts 
My: de 
erfepc 
the fa 
giganti 
tomple 
Roman 
him, th 
isin th 


Vou. 








| Chro~ 

years 
aCO— 
refent 
til the 
unt of 
be de~ 
onably 
: now 


whole 
cles of 
nd the 
5 onl 

ale, 
ect of 
oman 
ioned 
Urry, 


te we 





THE-WEEKLY. ENTERTAINER. 313 


lie evens . The height of the foundation, in front, is in feveral 
arts from forty to fifty feet, and confifts of two immenfe ftones 
hid together :, I'he, fides are not fo high, and more unequal, owing 
tothe vat quantity of fandwaich has fallen from the mountains 
Itis much to’ be feared, that in the courfe of a few cegturics, thz 
eathquakes may totally deftroy the columns and. remaining 
apartments; but whatever may be their fate, the foundation 
mutt endure until the rock itfelf, on which it is built, fhall ceafe 


t exift. ‘ 
. fhall conclude with a few obfervations on the Hall of 


Pillars. 
This hall appears to have been detached from the reft of the 
pilace, and to have had acommunication withthe other parts by 


* hollow’gallerics of ftone, By the pedeftals of the pillars, which I 


counted very exactly, the hall feems originally to have conlifted of 
nine diftingt rows of columns, each containing fix; making con- 
fquently, in all, fifty-four. The fifteen that remaip, are from 
f-venty to eighty feet in height 5 the diameter at the bale is twelve 
feet, and the diftance between each column twenty-two.» By the 
pofitioa of the front pillars, the hall appears to have been open 
towards the plain; but four of the pillars, facing the mountain, 
and which area:fome diftance from the reft, feem to have been 
intedded for a portico, er entrance from the eait; they arg aliocf 
adifferent {tyle of architecture. The materials of tae columns 
area mixed fort of red ftone, gi.nular. 

‘rhe ball, fituated on an eminence, and commanding an exten- 
five view of the plain of Merdatht, is, ftrikingly grand, and con- 
veys to the beholder the idea of an Hall of Audience of a power- 
fuland warlike monarch. 

On Monday afternoon, the 2d of September, Mr. Jones and 
myfelf fet off to vilit the tomb of the celebrated Periian hero, 
Roftum (called by the nati.es Nukihee Roftum). It isdituated 
three miles and a half to the north-ecait of Perfepolis; The place 
confifts of four diltinct chambers, excavated high in the rock. 
The devices, in the upper parts, are exaétly the fame as thofe of 
Perfepolis, repref-nting the myitic figure, with the altar of. fre amd 
the fun, Underneath the fCulpture of the fecoud chamberyisa 
gigantic figure on bo. feback, cut in ftone, and ery perfect; ne is 
tompletely armed and accoutred, and dretied fomethiay atter che 
Roman faihion. On his,helmet isa glove; two figures are before 
him, the one kneeling down if a fupplicating pofture, and the other 
Sin the act of taxing hold of te horfeman’s hand, as if to 


Vou. XVIII, 451, 2Q mitigece 










































314. THE WEEKLY- ENTERTAINER, 


mitigate ‘his wrath; the horfeman is looking fternly upon the 
figures, and the hand at liberty is applied to the hilt of ‘his fword, 
On one fide of this figure 1s an infcription in ancient charaGters, 
but different from thofe on the walls of Perfepolis.- Several at. 
tendants are in waiting behind the equeftrian figure, all of them 
as largeas life ; but the proportions are not at all adiiered'to in the 
firft fculpture, the man being twite the fizé of the horfe on which 
he rides.” 

A little to the northward is another reprefentation. At the foot 
of the rock there are two figures completely armed ; one of them 
isin, the action of letting go a ring, which the other grafps, 
The figure to the right hasa globe‘on his helmet, anda large bat- 
tle-axe in his hand: That to the left has a domettic behind 
him, holding an umbrella, Under their horfes fect are two hu 
man heads; andalittle on one fide appear the heads of feveral 
figures, attendants ; moit of them have a broad fillet encircling 
their temples, and a profafion of hair flowing loofe. Sir John 
Chardin fuppofes, that this may be intended to reprefent the action 
of Alexander the Great, receiving the fubmiffion of the Perfian 
‘monarch Darius; but as we are informed~ by Grecian hiftory, 
that Darius never faw Alexander, being murdered in his flight 
fhortly after the lofs of the battle of Arbéla, by his fervant 
Beffus; fo I fhould imagine the Perfians themfelvés would hardly 
have taken fuch pains to render the difhonour and ruin of their 
lawful King fo permanent and known to the Iateft pofterity, in 
order to praife one who had utterly overturned their religion and 
their laws. Moreover, the work itfelf bears not the leaft trace 

“of having been the produ€tion of any Grecian _artifts, as the 
Grecks_at that period were arrived at the higheft perfectionin 
‘the arts'and fciences; afd'had fucha thing been done during the 
time of ‘Alexander, he would moft certainly have made ule of one 
of the ‘trdny celebrated artifts who followed him into Afia ;- but 
thefe figures are difproportionate, and executed ina rude manner, 
To hazatd:a fuppofition of my own, I fhould rather conceive the 
above’ device was of a date prior to the Grecian conquetts of 
Perfia, and’ that it was intended to reprefent fome remarkable 

-aétion’ in the life of the hero Roftum (from whom the wholeof 
the place takes its name), and that it was cut to perpetuate the 
memory. of ‘it. 

Near the foot of the rock is a {quate building, of blue ftone, 
twenty feet in: height, by erght in breadth. This place has le- 
veral windows ; ‘the infide is empty, and there are fill niches in 
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different parts of the wall. The natives affirm that the celebrated 
Roftum , was interred in this {pot’; “but many travellers have fup- 

-d itto have been the tomb‘of Darius Hyftafpes, froin a paflage 
of Herodotus, the ‘Grecian hiftérian, ariong't whom *Sir ohn 
Chardin and Mr. Le Brune ure both of the lattér ‘opinion. 

Ina part of the rock, to the caftward, is a fculpture of a figure 
on horfeback, the face of which has been much mutilated, and'is 
fcarcely vifigle ; enough, however; remains to perceive that the 
figure is that of 2man—he has long flowing hair, and has a pro- 
jection, pele! ng a horn, onthe left fide of his forehead. ‘Fhe 
natives call this figure, Ifkunder Zu AJ Ketneén, or Alexander 
Lord of the’ Horns, that is, of an empire extending fiom eaft to 
welt; and they affirm, that it is pofitively intended for Alexander 
the Great. Horns, we know, were confidered by the ancierits as 
emblems’ ‘and fymbols ‘of power and Majefty,-and from-this:-we 
may conclude, without a contrdriety to‘ reafon, that the Perfian 
idea of this figure is a juft one; as Alexander iS always defcribed 
by the Grecian hiftorians, having’a horn on his forehead} or rather 
a patticular Jock of hair, refembling one; and it is alfe-obferved 
on the coins and medals of that prince, which ate ftill to be feen 
in the cabinets of the curious.’ Behind the figuré‘on-horfeback 

‘are feveral others; they are in armour, on foot, and feemingly at- 
tendants on him. 9 ares 

Having ftaid afhort time at Nukthee Roftum, we returned to 
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Shirauz, September 4th. 
ie (To be continued.) 





. Anecdotes ‘of’ Mr. R. Burger. 


beget died at Plymouth, Mr. R. Burger, a native of Bruf- 
fels, who was fur 25 years Mafter of the Band of the South 
Devoninire regiment of Militias In 1755)475) 1757s 17585 
1759, 1760, and 1761, heterved in the regument of. Britac, in the 

rench army ; and was prefent at all the great battles fought in 
Germany during the King of Pruffia’s feven years war. 

After the batde of Roibach, he, with the fugitive army, fled ; 
and in a-village 11 Germany, which had been plundered by the 
fying French, be tound a brutal comrade of his regiment, in a hut, 
in toe ACt of deftro,ing.a poor woman and-her child, becaufe they 
had not aity provitions to zivehim.- Mr. Burger,.tqough half fa- 
miihed, actyated by the nobleft impulic of humanity {the pre- 

2Q2 fervation 
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fervation of his fellow-creatures), drew his fabre, and after a cone | 


flict of. fome simes-difarmed the foldiers who..declared hunger 
‘dotie had compelled him to attempt to Kill the innocent villager 
and hcr child, thinking they might have provifions Concealed in 
their miferable cottage. Aa 4 after faving her life and that of 
her chil !, took, from wis knapfack; an ammunition-loaf, and di- 
vided it between the villager, her child, and his famifhed com. 
rade. Ina sew days he joined the army, and gained great credit 
among his fellow foldiers. for his gaJlantry and humanity. 

After the peace of 1763, he came to.England, and was promoted 
to the rank of Matter ot Devon Band of Mufic. In this fitua- 
tion he.continued from 1766 to his death, with great reputation 
to himfclf, and credit to the regiment he had the honour to bea 
member of, .He fultained a lingering illnefs with fortitude and 
patience, :s.an honeft man anda good Chriftian. 

His funeral. was attended by the ferjeants, and the bands of 
mufic, of the different regiments of foot in baftacks and garrifon 
the e, with their jnftruments drefied in crape and love-ribsand, 

.playing the Dead March in Saul, belides a very large concourle 
of people, who attended his remains out of refpect to his memory, 

He excelled, particularly on the violin, naucboy, clarinet, and 
German flute, and hada very extenfive knowledge of the genuine 
principles of the fcience of n.ufic, 











Anfwer, by W. Daman, of Taunton, to R. Tucker’s Charade, inferted 
. August i. 


\ ITH fair Clarif, I would fain retreat 
Where STAR-LIGHT guidcs us thro’ the vernal grove, 
To tafte each innocent, endearing {weet, 
And-whifper nought but reciprocal love. 
Ateve far trom the noite of man retir’d, 
O let me wander in fome fylvan fcene. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from S. Shapton, of 
Awlifcombe ; J. Bulgin, Caftle Cary; T. Walker, Hemyock; 
*.W. Seaman, of Calverleigh; R. Lifcombe, Calverleigh; J.T. 
T. Whicker, and Mary Chambers, of Exon; T. Coumbe, St 
Germans; Furze Stub, Long. Moor; Druid; T. Giles, and 
T. Brown, Bridport; Mclampus, Totnes; and J. Collins, of 
~ Uaculm. 


POETRY. 
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~@ then i. 
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> iitua- esi ; 
utation An Addrefs to the:-Wation, occafioned by a tate Suicide, 
to bea 
de and ‘OO long’condemn’d on fuppliant knees tocrave, 

See cold neglect reign himrto the grave:! 

ands of His claims on:juttice now the world can tells 
arrifon He ferv’d his country, and heferv’dit well. ». 
bsand, O fatal prejudice ! to blind the fight, Hit 
courfe And rob the man of merit of “his: right. ) We 
smory, Too late, alas! hts:death the miftremoves; 4 
et, and And now too late tue pitying world approves. | 
*nuine Yet fave his-nonour,eate his better part 5 


Ap, laud his conduct, tho’ you’ ve broke his heart. 
One thing alone engag’d his | :teft care— 

His family he conftitures his heir! 

nferted O! dry thofe eyes yourfelves have taught to weepy 
Nor futfer flumb’ring juftice till to flzep ; 

Poor is the recompence you now. can give, 








Since fatuer, friend; and hufband ceafe to live, f 

Tove, ¥ N. j 

bhig 
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sul | . 11) | 
A Defcription of the dmufements annually held by Robert Everara + 

on, of Balch, ify. ona certain Part of Quantock Hill, for the Purpofe i 
ock 5 of forming ajfhosting Party. tay 
J.T. thay 
» Ste N Somerfet’s romantick fide, . i] 
and There towering high in lofty pride, iii 
1s, of Beuding their Cousle towards yon tkies,. ae 


A pond’rous ridge of mouutains li¢s 5 





There 
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There you your longing eyes may feaft 
On feveralcounttas; teratteatts-=--- 
Where hills and vallies, woods and wilds, 
Your fofter fenfes foon beguile ; 
Where murmuring ftreams do gently flow 
Alongthe peacefulyvale below.,-, 
Thefe are the mouNtains; woods, and mills, 
Known by the name of Quantock Hills. 
*Midft this rude fcene that nature gives, 
The heath-poul*s #makundance lives, — °7 
_ ‘The twentieth day of Auguft came, 
' For the deftruétion of this game} 5 
‘The {quire near the antient mound* 
« « Encamp’d'upon the heathy ground; 
And pitch’d his tents (I tell you how) 
Upon the cragey mountain’s brow’; 
With cold collation, wine, and beer, 4 
They feafted on his ufual cheer; ) 
With this, and with a welcome hearty, 
He entertain’d his chofen party.. | 
At length a hint-was given out 
To all the country round about, 
When twice three times the filvermoon 
Had blefs*d us with its nightly boon ; 
What mirth and paftime would be teen 
Up at the campt on molly green, 
When all thegambols would be ended, 
And fer another year fufpended : 
‘The news attraéted every yeoman, 
As well as Dick, the lufty ploughman. 
The moment came—with brother clown 
] ftraddl’d up the fteepy down ; 
Ah! tiefs me, ‘how fhall I-declare 
The crowdsof people that were there ? 
Firft with the lovely belles and beaus, 
That fmiling ftoed in double rows ; 
With flowing locks, and comely faces, 
The belles by far outfhone the graces; 
Jn merry mood the pleafing throng 
"Tripp’d down the lively dance along 5 


The 


# Near a place fuppofed once to have been a Roman intrenchment. 
t The name the country people gave this place of rendezvous. 
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The "Squire made a fmart advance 


With heels and trips, juft brought from France, 


While country loobies legg’d behind, 

A clownith ’femblance of mankind ; 

The pipe and tabor, bow ‘and ‘tring, 

Made all the air with mufic ring 5 

The dancers hopp’d in numbers plenty, 

And form’d in couples nearly twenty. 

While Hodge.and Roger gap’d and ftar’d, 

As. with their doxies they ftood pair’d ; 

One thus remark’d unto his dear, 

“ Tis aukward kind of: houfen here 5 

& Notev’n-a chimley, ora winder, 

“ Tho’ they are frying toa cinder ; 

“ For zure and aure, 1 think in my heart 

“ They mult be fmoking in-each part : 

“ War 1 to mingle in the group, 

“ T warrant. [ fome holes would ope.” 

Thus honeft Hodge-his heart befpoke, 

When heighten’d-to a humorous ftroke. 
-But nightybegan to intervene, 

And darknefs hover’d round the fcene { 

See what a medley tumble in ! 

Horfes, affes,-and their riders 5 °° 

Some were ftanders, others ftriders ; 

Weavers, coblers, tinkers, taylors, 

Clodpoles, petticoats, and failors ; 

Every taade, and every calling, - 

O’er the wood and heath came fprawling. 
The fire+works at length. began, 

All expectation to a man ; 

‘The rockets mounted in the air, 

Lord ! how they made us gape and ftare; 

Now Elliott’s balls begin to fly, 

Some fink to earth, fome mounted high ; 

A friend of mine, myfelf, and coufin, 

Had nearly fwallowed half a dozen ; 

For ttanding in a friendly groupe, 

Our mouths as well as eyes were ope ; 

In fhort, the varied colour’d flame 

In regular fucceflion came ; 
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Wheels, rockets, fiery balls, and fpouts, 
Came on with univerfal fhouts. 

The company, when this was o’er 
Retreated b..ck upon the floor ; 
The novelty ftill to 1 aintain 
Renew’d the merry dance again 5 
At length the midnight hour woke, 
And lo! the jovial party broke; 
All fill d witn rapture and delight 
Each fought their diftant home by night 5 
Some tirro’ tie woods betook their way, 
A dvainly with’d for peeping day ; 
Some by the gibbet* nimbly walk’d, 
And faw the {pectre where it ftalk’d ! 
Aghaft and frightful to behold 
Enough to make your blood run cold 5 
While others took a quick defcent, 
And on their head at umes they went 5 
Suffice it only tv relate, 
That all got home or foon or late. 


C. C. near Taunton, 


Auguft 30 1791. 


* 
wife 


The place where Walford was lately hung for the murder of his 
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To Mr. JAMES THOMSON, on his SEASONS. 


AIL nature’s poet, whom the taught alone 
To fing her works, in numbers hke her own; 

Sweet as the thruth tiat warbles in tue dale, 
And foft as Philomela’s tender tale ; 
She lent her pencil too of wond’rous pow’r, 
To catch the rainbow, and to form the flow’r, 
Of many mingling hues—and finiling, faid, 
(But firit witn laurel crown’d her tavourite’s head) 
“ ‘Thefe beauteous children, tho’ fo fair they thine, 
Fade in my deaions ; let them live in taine.” 
And live they fhall, tne charm of cvery eye, 
?T ili nature fucken, and the Seafons dic. 


WiLiLiaM THOMSON. 
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